Mysore.                         /4J
The coffee estates are almost all of them situated in the west of Mysore, iu the Kadur and Hassan Districts ; and it is now proposed that the part of the country thus occupied should be formed into a separate district, having the town of Chickmagalur as its Capital. This will be a good arrangement, and one that has long been called for, and it will show the world that the Government of Llysore has at last come to the conclusion that the planters are worth encouraging.
There are at present about one hundred and fifteen thousand acres of land under coffee cultivation, and of this area about thirty-two thousand acres are held by Europeans, and divided into about three hundred estates, while the rest is divided into twenty thousand estates, and held by natives. The average holding therefore of a European is a hundred acres, while that of a native is only about three acres. The holdings of the latter are, for the most part, gardens, and they are generally very badly cultivated, or to speak more correctly, they are compounds, surrounding their houses, and are left to take care of themselves.
There is a difference of opinion as to the amount of coffee that can be produced from an acre of land, but probably the average in this province is from three to four cwts., and the value of a hundred sveight at the present time is thirty-six rupees. It will be seen from this fact what an important industry coffee planting has become, and that it is well worth the attention of Government, and we may be sure that in future more reuard will be paid to it. The planters have been assured that their interests will be secure under the rule of the Maharajah and that they have nothing to fear on that head. It has been proposed, and will shortly be put into execution, that instead of the halut, or excise duty, on coffee, there should be an acreage payment. This step has been taken after a good deal of thought and consultation with the planters, and the new impost is to be at the rate of Re. 1-8 per acre. The halut is a very unsatisfactory tax, for, as it is levied upon the Jemadar, it can be easily evaded, and besides it requires a large establishment to work it. As an instance of the waj7 it has worked we may mention that in 1868-69 more than a lakh of rupees were paid in to the treasury on this account, while in 1876-77 only Es. 52,000 were paid in, although during the years that intervened, a large quantity of fresh land had been taken up. The settlement of this question will be a great boon to the planters, and, no doubt, matters will go on more smoothly than before.
The rivers of Mysore, as might be expected, are not navigable, and the expedients for crossing them-are of a very ancient type. The Cauvery supplies the means of irrigation for a large extent of country, jind some of the anicuts in this province are probably